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time we may admit this altered Hamlet itself to such of our
readers as feel any interest in the subject.
chapter X.
the main rehearsal was at length concluded; it had lasted
yery long. Serlo and Wilhelm still found much to care for: not-
withstanding all the time which had already been consumed in
preparation, some highly necessary matters had been left to the
very last moment.
Thus, the pictures of the kings, for instance, were not ready;
and the scene between Hamlet and his Mother, from which so
powerful an effect was looked for, had a very helpless aspect, as
the business stood; for neither Ghost nor painted image of him
was at present forthcoming. Serlo made a jest of this perplexity:
" We should be in a pretty scrape/' said he, " if the Ghost were
to decline appearing, and the guard had nothing to fight with but
the air, and our prompter were obliged to speak the spirit's part
from the side-scenes."
"We will not scare away our strange friend by unbelief,"
said "Vynhelm: "doubtless at the proper season he will come,
and astonish us as much as the spectators."
" Well, certainly," said Serlo, " I shall be a happy man to-
morrow night, when once this piece is fairly acted. It costs us
more arrangement than I dreamed of."
" But none of you," exclaimed Philina, " will be happier than
I, little as my part disturbs me. Keally, to hear a single subject
talked of forever and forever, when after all there is nothing to
come of it, beyond an exhibition which will be forgotten like so
many hundred others, this is what I have not patience for. In
Heaven's name, not so mmjpros and cons! The guests you
entertain have always something to object against the dinner;
nay, if you could hear them talk of it at home, they cannot under-
stand how it was possible to undergo so sad a business."
"Let me turn your illustration, pretty one, to my own advan-
tage," answered Wilhelm. " Consider how much must be done by
art and nature, by traffickers and tradesmen, before an entertain-
ment can be given. How many years the stag must wander in
the forest, the fish in the river or the sea, before they can deserve
to grace our table! And what cares and consultations with her

